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enriched with a global perspective. The inner turn marks a shift towards an analysis deeply rooted in
“understanding China” which seeks to redefine Chinese political science’ s inquiry methods research
subjects and fields. It aims to reconstruct the discipline’ s framework and knowledge map thereby
rejuvenating Chinese political science.
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Colonial Expansion Racism and Democracy: Tocqueville’s “Another America”
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Abstract: Many authors regard Tocqueville as an expert in “American Study” who is among the
first to analyze “democratic America” comprehensively. It’ s not entirely accurate. Tocqueville’ s
discussion on “American democracy ” mainly serves his arguments on the broadly defined
“democracy ” namely equality of conditions in modern society. Then it helps his concern for French
society after the Revolution and under equality of conditions. However Tocqueville provides a theme
study on America which includes a discussion about “democracy” and an analysis of the colonial
expansion of the American whites and their racism. Right contrary to people’ s average impression the
America that Tocqueville gives us is not democratic and full of inherent conflicts and oppressions.
Racism and colonial expansion were the genuine parts of the founding of the United States. They
continue to this day remaining the most troubling systematic issues in American political society.
Today Tocqueville’ s insights still offer positive meanings and contributions to understanding
contemporary racial and colonial problems and American politics.
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Abstract: The idealistic view of federalism has long held that decentralization and political
competition can encourage America’ s states to become testing grounds for new policies and ideas with
states serving a unique role as “laboratories of democracy”. However since the political polarization
and the nationalization of state politics the state parties have actively pursued their own party’ s
common agenda at the national level. Under the framework of federalism both polarized parties were
unwilling to play by the rules of the democratic game denied the legitimacy of the opposition
manipulated the electoral process gerrymandered the districts especially in Republican-controlled
states saw a massive wave of restrictions on voters’ right to vote. Moreover organized interest groups
take advantage of the high mobility of funds and resources to divert political resources to states
controlled by their allied parties serving special interests distinct from those of the general voters at
large and severely distorting political responsiveness. At the same time the “unified government” at
the state level weakens the institutional constraints of checks and balances and the political constraints
of voter retrospective voting fail to work allowing political elites who underperform or undermine
democratic norms to avoid democratic accountability. All this suggests that federalism has not turned
states into “laboratories of democracy” which encourage policy innovation. On the contrary the
combination of polarized political parties and federalism has turned the states into “laboratories against
democracy” further exacerbating the decline of American democracy.

Key words: political polarization; federalism; American democracy

° 235 -



